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Israelpolitik
German–Israeli relations, 1949–69

By Lorena De Vita

DESCRIPTION
The rapprochement between Germany and Israel in the aftermath of 
the Holocaust is one of the most striking political developments of the 
twentieth century. German Chancellor Angela Merkel recently referred 
to it as a 'miracle'. But how did this 'miracle' come about? In this book, 
Lorena De Vita traces the contradictions and dilemmas that shaped the 
making of German-Israeli relations at the outset of the global Cold War.

Israelpolitik takes two of the most interesting dimensions of the Cold 
War - the German problem and the Middle East conflict - and weaves 
them together, providing a bipolar history of German-Israeli relations in 
the aftermath of the Holocaust.

Drawing upon sources from both sides of the Iron Curtain and of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, the book offers new insights not only into the early 
history of German-Israeli relations, but also into the dynamics of the 
Cold War competition between the two German states, as each 
attempted to strengthen its position in the Middle East and in the 
international arena while struggling with the legacy of the Nazi past.

ENDORSEMENT
'This book is an incredibly nuanced investigation of the inter-German 
rivalry in the Middle East that serves to illustrate the multifaceted 
complexity of the global Cold War. It is an important, timely contribution 
to the growing literature on regional and local cold wars that highlights 
the agency of middle powers, in this case East and West Germany. A 
must-read for anyone interested in the history of the German Cold War, 
German-Israeli ties, and the politics of memory.'
Sergey Radchenko, Professor of International Relations, Cardiff 
University

'At long last – a book about German-Israeli relations that reaches 
beyond the conventional story. The reader is exposed to the complex 
interplay between the cold war, the rivalry between the two Germanies, 
the conflict in the Middle-East, the tensions within the West-German-
East-German-Israeli triangle and the role collective memory plays in 
politics.'
Moshe Zimmermann, Professor Emeritus, The Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem

'By recasting West German-Israeli relations against the backdrop of 
relentlessly opportunistic East German pressures, de Vita brings fresh 
and significant insights to such milestones as the Luxembourg 
Agreements, the Suez Crisis, Adenauer’s meeting with Ben Gurion, and 
the Eichmann trial. This is finely textured international history at its 
best.'
William Glenn Gray, author of Germany’s Cold War
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